
 

 

 

 
Mr. President 

 
By winning the office of President of the United States of 
America, Barack Obama made history.  Passages from 
President Obama’s Inauguration Address are excerpted 
below. 
 
“In reaffirming the greatness of our nation, we understand 
that greatness is never a given.  It must be earned.  Our 
journey has never been one of shortcuts or settling for less. 
It has not been the path for the fainthearted -- for those who 
prefer leisure over work, or seek only the pleasures of riches 
and fame.  Rather, it has been the risk-takers, the doers, the 
makers of things -- some celebrated, but more often men and 
women obscure in their labor -- who have carried us up the 
long, rugged path toward prosperity and freedom.” 
 
“We remain the most prosperous, powerful nation on Earth. 
Our workers are no less productive than when this crisis 
began.  Our minds are no less inventive, our goods and 
services no less needed than they were last week or last 
month or last year.  Our capacity remains undiminished.  
But our time of standing pat, of protecting narrow interests 
and putting off unpleasant decisions -- that time has surely 
passed.  Starting today, we must pick ourselves up, dust 
ourselves off, and begin again the work of remaking 
America.” 
 
“As for our common defense, we reject as false the choice 
between our safety and our ideals.  Our Founding Fathers, 
faced with perils we can scarcely imagine, drafted a charter 
to assure the rule of law and the rights of man, a charter 
expanded by the blood of generations.  Those ideals still 
light the world, and we will not give them up for 
expedience's sake. And so to all other peoples and 
governments who are watching today, from the grandest 
capitals to the small village where my father was born: 
Know that America is a friend of each nation and every 
man, woman and child who seeks a future of peace and 
dignity, and that we are ready to lead once more.” 
 

“What is required of us now is a new era of responsibility -- 
a recognition, on the part of every American, that we have 
duties to ourselves, our nation and the world; duties that we 
do not grudgingly accept but rather seize gladly, firm in the 
knowledge that there is nothing so satisfying to the spirit, so 
defining of our character, than giving our all to a difficult 
task.  This is the price and the promise of citizenship.” 

 

VOAAA Endorsements 
 
Each year, VOAAA interviews candidates in contested City 
Council and Plano ISD School Board races.  Endorsements 
are made for those candidates who VOAAA believes would 
best serve the Plano community.   
 

City Council 
Place 2 V Ben Harris 

 Susan Plonka 
Place 4 unopposed Lissa Smith 
Place 6 
Mayor 

V Phil Dyer 
 David Fincannon 

Place 8 V Lee Dunlap (incumbent) 
 Greg Myer 
 Imran Khan 

Plano ISD School Board 
Place 6 V Nathan Barbara 

 Rama Lavu 
 Steve Navarre 
 Marilyn Hinton 

Place 7 V Missy Bender (incumbent) 
 Robert Canright 

 
City Council Place 2 incumbent Scott Johnson is term 
limited.  Ben Harris and Susan Plonka are seeking the seat 
for Place 2.  VOAAA endorses Ben Harris.   Ben has lived 
with his family in Plano for 30 years, attending and 
graduating from Plano schools. Ben received a degree in 
Government from the University of Texas at Austin. 
  
Ben Harris is the chair-elect of the Leadership Plano 
Executive Board, and serves on the Plano Youth Leadership 
Board of Directors.  He is the former Vice-chair of the City 
of Plano Parks and Recreation Planning Board, is a graduate 
of Leadership Plano Class 24, and is a member of the Plano 
Chamber of Commerce. 
   
Ben Harris works in Cardiovascular Institutional Sales for 
Sanofi-Aventis Pharmaceuticals.  Ben and his wife Abby, a 
fellow Plano Senior High School Graduate and former Plano 
ISD teacher at Brinker Elementary School, are the proud 
parents of Lainey Cathryn, who was born in April of 2008.  
They are active members of Christ United Methodist 
Church. 
  
City Council Place 4 is held by Sally Magnuson, who is 
term limited.  Lissa Smith is running unopposed for this 
seat.  Lissa has been a member of the Plano Chamber of 
Commerce advisory board and public policy committee. She 
was the vice-president on the board of directors for Hope’s 
Door, an organization that provides direct intervention and 
prevention services to families affected by domestic abuse. 
Smith was also the president of Conner Harrington 

VOAAA Newsletter Volume 4, Issue 1                                     March 2009 



VOAAA Newsletter Volume 4, Issue 1 http://VOAAA.org March 2009 
 
 

 2  Copyright © 2009  VOAAA  

Republican Women and a board of directors  member for the 
Junior League of Plano. 
 
Lissa Smith was named one of the “21 Leaders for the 21st 
Century” by Inside Collin County Business. In addition to 
her numerous civic activities in the community, she 
currently serves as district director to State Senator Florence 
Shapiro. Lissa and her husband of 27 years have two teenage 
children, Blake and Alexis. 
 
City Council Place 6 is the Mayor’s seat.  Mayor Pat Evans 
is term limited.  Phil Dyer and David Fincannon are vying 
for this seat.  VOAAA endorses Phil Dyer.  Beginning in 
1984, Phil Dyer has been involved with many different 
community groups including the horizon committee from 
1984-1986, during which time the first comprehensive plan 
for the city was created. He also served on the parks and 
recreation board from 1986-1992 and in 1998 he was 
selected as Plano’s citizen of the year.  Phil served on the 
planning and zoning commission from 1995-1999.  From 
1999-2005, Phil Dyer was a Plano City Councilman.   
 
Phil Dyer has held leadership roles as chairman of the board 
of the Plano Chamber of Commerce, chairman of the board 
of Hope’s Door Women’s Shelter, chairman of the board of 
the American Red Cross of Collin County, chairman of the 
board of Medical Center of Plano and chairman of the board 
of Plano Community Home. Recently, Phil was the 
chairman of the PISD 2008 Bond Committee. 
 
Phil Dyer is currently the president and a director of Legacy 
Texas Bank. His wife of 30 years, Margaret, is a teacher at 
Hickey Elementary School in PISD. They have two adult 
sons, Graham and Adam. 
 
Lee Dunlap is the incumbent running for re-election to City 
Council Place 8.  He is meeting challengers Greg Myer and 
Imran Khan.  VOAAA endorses Lee Dunlap.   Lee serves on 
the Regional Transportation Council for the North Central 
Texas Council of Governments, working to ensure regional 
mobility and funding for Plano’s rail, trail and road 
transportation systems. Lee is liaison to the Parks Board, 
Building Standards Commission, Board of Adjustments, 
Heritage Commission, Library Advisory Board and Self 
Sufficiency Committee.  Lee has also been involved with the 
Plano Chamber of Commerce Community Education 
Committee, where he was chairman, and he served on the 
Chamber's Government Relations Committee. 
 
Lee Dunlap is owner of D. Lee Dunlap Associates, Inc., a 
Plano-based architectural firm.  Lee is a graduate of 
Leadership Plano and the Citizens Police Academy.  Lee 
and his wife, Pam, have lived in Plano for 17 years. 
 

Melody Timinsky, the current School Board Trustee for 
Place 6, is not running for re-election.  Of the four 
candidates vying for this position, VOAAA endorses Nathan 
Barbara.  Nathan is an attorney at Vaughan, Ramsey, 
Barbera & Walvoord, LLP.  Nathan grew up in Plano and 
attended PISD schools.   He believes PISD is the best school 
district in the state. His experience on two bond committees 
will enable him to make an informed decision regarding the 
budget problems facing the district.  Having done his 
homework, Nathan has realistic expectations about the 
responsibilities of the Board and the problems that the 
district is likely to encounter in the next several years. 
 

Incumbent Missy Bender is being opposed by Robert 
Canright in PISD Place 7.  VOAAA endorses Missy Bender.  
Missy Bender was elected in May, 2006, and is completing  
her first term on the school board. Missy grew up in Plano 
and attended Plano schools from elementary through senior 
high school. She was a member of the first Plano East 
Senior High graduating class in 1983. When Missy 
graduated cum laude from Southern Methodist University in 
1987, she became a first generation college graduate. Missy 
has served on Plano ISD's District Based Improvement 
Committee and on the School Based Improvement 
Committee at Daffron Elementary. She is a Plano ISD Key 
Communicator, member of the PISD Head Start Task Force 
and second vice president of PTA membership at Daffron.  
She is a graduate of the Leadership Plano Class 23 and is a 
member of the board of directors and vice president of 
communications management for the Junior League of 
Plano. 

 
6th Annual Plano ASIAFEST May 2, 2009 

 
ASIAFEST ’09, the Sixth Annual Plano Asian American 
Heritage Festival, will be held Saturday May 2, 2009 in 
Haggard Park located in downtown Plano (901 E. 15th St.). 
 
The festival is geared toward the entire family.  Admission 
and parking in City lots are free. 
 
Join us for a fun filled afternoon in the Park.  Based on the 
theme “One World, One Community,” activities will include 
face painting, origami, balloon animal clowns, live music 
and dance performances, and a variety of Asian food.  New 
this year is a children’s art contest which will be held 
throughout the day.  Also, select events will be held inside 
the Courtyard Theater on the west side of the park. 
 
Visit http://AsianAmericanHeritage.org for the latest up-to-
date information. 
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Angie Chen Button Wins 
 
Angie Chen Button won the seat for District 112 in the 
Texas State House of Representatives.  Angie Button, a 
Republican, defeated Democrat Sandra VuLe. 
 
The race was notable in that both candidates were women 
and they were Asian Americans.  District 112 was formerly 
held by Fred Hill, who challenged Tom Craddick for 
Speaker of the House in 2007. 
 
http://www.house.state.tx.us/members/dist112/button.php 
 
Locke, Chu, and Shinseki Take Prominent 

Roles in Obama Administration 
 
Asian Americans have been selected for three high profile 
offices in the Obama administration.  Steven Chu is the new 
Energy Secretary.  He was awarded the 1997 Nobel Prize in 
Physics.  Born in St. Louis, Missouri, the 60 year old Chu 
earned his undergraduate degree at the University of 
Rochester and his PhD at Berkeley.  He joined Bell Labs in 
1978 and eventually headed up the Quantum Electronics 
Research Department.  After nine years at Bell Labs, Steven 
Chu accepted a position at Stanford.  21 years later, Chu was 
recruited back to Berkely as a professor and director of 
Lawrence Berkley National Laboratory. 
 
Steven Chu’s father came to the US in 1943, where he 
attended MIT in Chemical Engineering and earned a Ph.D.  
His mother earned her degree in Economics.  Chu’s 
grandfather attended graduate school at Cornell University 
in Civil Engineering.  According to Chu, virtually all his 
aunts and uncles had Ph.D.’s in science or engineering.  
Steven Chu’s wife, Jean, earned her degree in Physics from 
Oxford University. 
 
http://berkeley.edu/news/media/releases/2008/12/15_obama.
shtml 
 
Eric Shinseki is the Secretary of Veteran Affairs.  Shinseki 
is a retired four star general and former Army Chief of Staff.  
A graduate of the US Military Academy at West Point, Eric 
Shinseki also earned a Masters degree in English at Duke.  
The 66 year old Shinseki was born in Hawaii.   He served in 
Vietnam where he was severely injured by a land mine.  Eric 
Shinseki is the only Japanese American to hold the top job 
in the Army.  He is also the first four star general of Asian 
descent. 
 
Shinseki is noted for his disagreements with Defense 
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld and Deputy Secretary of 
Defense Paul Wolfowitz. 
 

http://www.time.com/time/specials/packages/article/0,28804
,1863062_1863058_1865215,00.html 
 
Gary Locke, the former two term Governor of Washington 
state, has been named US Commerce Secretary by 
unanimous Senate vote.  Locke spent his early years in 
Seattle’s public housing projects for families of WWII 
veterans.  He went to Yale University and graduated from 
Law School at Boston University.  Prior to being elected to 
his first term as governor, Locke was chief executive of 
King County.  He married his wife Mona, a former reporter 
at the Seattle NBC affiliate, in 1993.  The Lockes have three 
children. 
 
http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20601103&sid=
ayt2TCU5SQAQ&refer=us 
 
 
’08 Property Taxes Flat for Plano Homes 

 
In 2008, the City of Plano saw its assessed tax roll increase 
5.4 percent while the assessed tax value for Collin County 
rose by 4.3 percent. 
 
The average single family home in Plano was valued at 
$251,706 in 2008.  This value is down 0.7 percent from 
$253,380 in 2007.  The rising tax rolls in the city was due to 
an increase in commercial property value. 
 
The valuation of your land and improvements (structure) is 
determined by the Collin County Central Appraisal District.  
In fact, information for each house is public information and 
can be accessed at http://www.collincad.org. 
 
Taxing authorities, also known as taxing units, can each set 
a tax rate to charge against the assessed property value.  For 
people in Plano, there are four taxing authorities: Collin 
County, Plano City, Collin County Community College 
District, and Plano ISD.  The total tax owed on a house is 
the sum of all the taxes charged by all four taxing 
authorities. 
 
If, on January 1 of the tax year, you have lived in your house 
as a primary residence for over a year then you qualify for 
the Homestead Exemption.  The Homestead Exemption 
allows each taxing authority to lower the assessed value of 
your house by a certain dollar amount before applying the 
tax rate.  Each taxing authority offers a different dollar 
amount for the exemption.  The state mandates the School 
District exemption to be $15,000.  The City of Plano allows 
a 20 percent homestead exemption.  Collin County offers a 
$5,000 exemption on homes less than $100,000.  For homes 
over $100,000, Collin County offers a five percent 
exemption.  The remaining taxing authority, Collin County 



VOAAA Newsletter Volume 4, Issue 1 http://VOAAA.org March 2009 
 
 

 4  Copyright © 2009  VOAAA  

Community College District, offers no homestead 
exemption. 
 
Taxing Authority Tax Rate 

Change 
Total Year-to-Year 
Tax Change (incl. 
Assessed Value 
Change and HS 
Exemption) 

Collin County -1.03% -$40.91 
Plano City 0% -$6.34 
CCCCD -0.568% -$2.69 
Plano ISD +2.69% +61.61 
Total Property Tax 
Change for Average 
House 

+0.24%  +$11.67 

As seen in the above table, a Plano homeowner paid $11.67 
more in 2008 after taking into account the changing assessed 
value of the average house and the Homestead Exemption.  
Of course, the tax you paid was different and depended on 
your home’s assessed valuation. 
 

Restaurant Review 
Laura Chang 

 
Nakamoto Japanese Cuisine 
3309 N Central Expressway (US75), #360 
(Ruisseau Village near Bavarian Grill, NW corner of 75 and 
Parker Rd.) 
Plano, Texas  75023 
(972) 881-0328 
Moderately Priced $$ 
 

 
If you’re in search of a unique AND authentic Japanese 
restaurant in Plano, look no further.  Many people may have 
noticed that North Dallas has been inundated with a slew of 
Japanese restaurants in the past few years, but few have the 
rare combination of authentic Japanese cuisine, excellent 
service, and warm ambiance. 
 
Don’t let the location fool you.  Located on the back side of 
Ruisseau Village, the restaurant sits close to the Bavarian 

Grill and just next to the Greek Isles Tavern. It is not visible 
from 75 or Parker Road.  Inside, the place is nicely 
decorated with an array of Japanese wall coverings, 
figurines, and paintings. 
 
Nakamoto is the perfect place to bring out of town business 
clients.  The restaurant has two traditional tatami rooms, 
where diners sit cross legged on cushions for a very 
authentic dining experience.  A full bar awaits good times 
and the wait staff is friendly and attentive. 
 
Rather than offering bento boxes on the dinner menu, 
Nakamoto offers a wide selection of fresh sushi and sashimi, 
ramen and udon soups, and Japanese entrees.  Two chefs 
work at the sushi bar, which line one wall.  Sushi 
preparation is visible to all the patrons in the restaurant.  For 
a ringside view, patrons can request to be seated at the sushi 
bar. 
 
For appetizers, try the Tako salad.  Tako is a light cold 
appetizer built on shredded cucumber with cooked shrimp, 
octopus, and clams.  This had a zesty, clean flavor that had a 
nice balance of slightly sweet and slightly sour. 
 

 
 
The Agedashi tofu is a familiar dish made from lightly fried 
silken tofu cubes placed in a tentsuyu sauce (a type of soy 
sauce) and topped with fried onions.  This is widely popular 
and has broad 
appeal. 
 
For a taste of the 
Southwest, try the 
Yellow fin Tuna 
with jalapenos.  
Small slices of 
Yellow fin are 
artfully arranged in a 
five point spoke.  
Each slice is topped 
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with a carefully cut piece of jalapeno, which yields a 
pleasant culinary surprise to normal tuna sushi. 
 
Nakamoto’s Kawari-age is a real treat.  Kawari-age starts 
with a few slices of fresh crispy scallions around which are 
wrapped a thin sheet of white fish sandwiched by seaweed.  
This entire sushi-sized cylinder is wrapped by a thin layer of 
tofu and deep fried quickly.  A small drop of caviar is placed 
on top of each piece.  When the Kawari-age arrives at the 
table, the outer layer of seaweed pressed whitefish is warm.  
The inner layer of scallions is crisp.  Pop one in your mouth 
and you will realize that it is unlike anything you’ve eaten 
before. 
 
Onward to entrees, we tried a hot Soba Noodle soup with a 
side order of Tempura.  The tempura was nice and crisp. 
When you dip it into the tempura sauce while it’s nice and 
hot the pleasant crunchy texture is sure to tickle your 
taste buds.  The soup was seasoned well. It was a light broth 
that was not at all greasy or overwhelming. It paired well 
with the buckwheat soba noodles. 
 
We also tried grilled sea bass with miso sauce.  Many 
restaurants undercook or overcook sea bass.  However, 
Nakamoto’s version was perfect the night we were there. 
Tender morsels of the white fish melted in our mouths. 
 
Our last two entrees were sushi.  One entrée was spicy tuna 
sushi.  It was well prepared and tasty. The spicy sauce added 

the slightest hint of a “kick.”  The last entrée was the sushi 
and sashimi platter.  In the platter, the sushi was California 
rolls.  The sashimi was comprised of thinly sliced layers of 
very fresh fish including salmon and yellow fin.  The 
presentation was simply divine. . .art. 
 
Whether you go to Nakamoto for a business repast or for a 
special meal with family and friends, you will not be 
disappointed.  Though there are other good Japanese 
restaurants in Plano, we proclaim Nakamoto to be the 
premier authentic Japanese restaurant in the area. 
 
 
 

Plano Kids Excel in USA Table Tennis 
Jon Liu 

 
In December 2008, a group of Plano kids went through 
some very heavy ping-pong training.  Their parents also 
were very busy packing their luggage for a very important 
trip – The 2008 USATT National tournament in Las Vegas.        
 
USATT (USA Table Tennis) is the highest government 
organization for the table tennis sport in USA.  It sets up the 
sport rules for the entire USA; it also selects and trains the 
USA Olympic team and the cadet team for young players. 
For a table tennis player to win the USATT National 
tournament title is just like a professional football player 
winning a Super Bowl championship ring. It represents the 
most honorable and prestigious trophy you can get in the 
US.  
 
Most Plano residents probably don’t know Plano is already a 
capital for young table tennis players. We sent 15 Plano kids 
to the 2008 USATT National tournament in Las Vegas, the 
highest number of participants of any city in the US.   
 
For the table tennis tournament, most competition events are 
set up by the skill rating level, not by the age group.  So, it is 
not unusual for a 10 year old, 80 pound kid to play against a 
200 pound adult in the USATT tournament.  Although the 
adult player has numerous advantages over a child, such as 
more tournament experience, more strength to do a power 
smash and larger body mass to cover more table space, our 
Plano kids played fearlessly and excelled.  
 
Tom Feng (11 years old) won the first place title in U2300 
(under 2300 rating point event) and U2200. Tom appears to 
be a very cute boy with a smiling face, but when he plays 
ping-pong, he can beat his opponent mercilessly. Andrew 
Chen (12 years old), won the second place title in the under 
13 year old event.  He hopes to join the national cadet team 
next year.                   
 
Also from Plano, Max Bu (10 years old) won the first place 
title in U1400 event.  There were 90 players registered in 
this group, but Max was the only one who won all 
elimination games to the top.  Kareem Mousee, 10 years old 
from Coppell, was the champion of the unrated event.  
 
Eddie Young (10 years old) won the third place title in the 
under 11 years old event.  Joy Li (9 years old) won the third 
place in the girls’ under 10 year old event.  
 
It is not a coincidence that residents of Plano and the entire 
North Texas region have become so excited about table 
tennis.  There are several reasons for so many enthusiasts:  
1) the high percentage of Asian residents in the area; 2) well 
organized ping-pong clubs, such as the Plano Table Tennis 
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Club with over 400 members and now the largest ping-pong 
club in Texas; and 3) support from the City of Plano, who 
provided space and equipment for ping pong practice in the 
community recreation centers.  
 
With talented kids, great coaches and a strong team spirit, 
we are able to put the City of Plano on the table tennis map 
nationally.  http://www.planoworldpeacepingpong.com  
 
 

Plano ISD 
2009 RECRUITMENT OPEN HOUSE 

 
The 2009 Plano Independent School District Recruitment 
Open House for teachers, counselors, and librarians will be 
held on Saturday, March 28, 2009 at Murphy Middle 
School, 620 North Road, Murphy, Texas 75094, from 8:30 
a.m. until 12:00 noon. Administrators representing every 
campus in Plano ISD will be present to discuss potential job 
opportunities on their campuses.  Only teachers who are 
considered to be Highly Qualified under No Child Left 
Behind will be admitted to the event.   
 
Information and registration for the Recruitment Open 
House may be obtained at 
www.pisd.edu/employment/roh.shtml.  Pre-registration is 
now available and will continue through Friday, 
February 20, 2009 at 5:00 p.m.  All documents required 
for pre-registration must be received by the Human 
Resources office by 5:00 p.m. on Friday, February 27, 2009.  
Candidates who do not pre-register for the event may be 
eligible to attend Recruitment Open House as a walk-in 
candidate (see Instructions below). In order to pre-register, 
candidates must complete the following information online: 

 
�x Employment application 
�x TeacherInsight™ interview 
�x Recruitment Open House registration form 

 
Candidates must also submit: 
 

�x Verification of Certification (copy of teaching 
certificate, university letter of completion, or 
statement of eligibility from an alternative 
certification program) 

�x Highly Qualified documentation for No Child Left 
Behind 

 
In order to be eligible to attend Recruitment Open House as 
either a pre-registered or walk-in candidate, an individual 
must currently hold a valid teaching certificate or be eligible 
for a teaching certificate through a university-based teaching 
program prior to August 1, 2009, OR must be currently 
accepted into an alternative certification program and 

eligible for a statement of eligibility in one of the following 
critical needs areas: Bilingual Education, Special 
Education, American Sign Language, Spanish, 4-8 
Generalist, Secondary Math or Secondary Science.  
Alternative certification candidates seeking any other area of 
certification other than the critical needs areas listed above 
MAY NOT attend the job fair as either a pre-register or 
walk-in candidate.  This includes EC-4 Generalists.  
Candidates holding an out-of-state teaching certificate must 
have their credentials reviewed by the State Board of 
Educator Certification no later than May 30, 2009.  Those 
individuals who do not meet the requirements to attend the 
Recruitment Open House are still encouraged to complete a 
Plano ISD employment application. 
 
Additional Instructions for Walk-in candidates: 
 
Walk-in candidates who meet the requirements to attend the 
Recruitment Open House must provide copies of their 
ExCet/TeXes test scores, teaching certification, university 
letter of completion, and/or a Statement of Eligibility.  
There will not be access to a copy machine or computer 
at the event.  Candidates who do not meet the requirements 
will not be allowed access to the event.  Walk-in candidates 
should make every effort to complete an online employment 
application and take the TeacherInsight™ interview prior to 
attending the 2009 Recruitment Open House.  Walk-in 
candidates who meet the requirements will be admitted to 
the job fair beginning at 9:00 a.m. 
 
Attending Plano ISD’s Recruitment Open House provides 
an excellent opportunity to network with administrators 
from across the district.   All attendees should bring multiple 
copies of their resumes to share with campus staff.  
Approximately 30% of all teachers hired each year by Plano 
ISD participate in this event.   
 

History of Paper Folding 
Ching Yu Hung/Stephen Li 

 
There are many schools of thoughts on 
how paper folding was invented and 
evolved.  Just like other great mysteries 
of humanity, nobody really knows. The 
following origami facts were 
summarized from various sources. 
 
Chinese Invented Paper (and Paper 

Folding?) 
 
Historians believe that in 105 A.D 

(eastern Han Dynasty), Cai Lun (Tsai Lun) invented paper. 
Some people believe that paper folding started in China 
shortly thereafter.   
 

An 18th century print depicting 
Cai Lun as the patron saint of 
paper making 
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Pajarita 

Thousand Cranes (�� *Z;o) is a group of one 
thousand origami paper cranes held together by 
strings. 

An ancient Japanese legend promises that 
anyone who folds a 1,000 origami cranes will be 
granted a wish by a crane, such as long life or 
recovery from illness or injury. The crane in 
Japan is one of the mystical or holy beasts 
(others include the dragon and tortoise) and is 
said to live for a thousand years.  

 

Japanese Evolved Paper Folding into an Art 
 
After paper making was introduced to Japan in the 6th 

century, the Japanese developed paper folding into an art 
form.  The oldest written instructions discovered on paper 
folding were published in 1797.  Many elegant traditional 
models were created.  Paper folding became widely known 
as Origami (in Japanese: ori=to fold + gami=paper).   
 
Early Paper Folding in the West 
 
Paper making was introduced to the Arabic world in the 8th 
century.  The Arabs were Muslims and their religion forbade 
the creation of representational figures.  The Arabs used 
paper folding to create geometric shapes.   
 
Arabs brought paper to Spain in the 12th century.  The 
Spanish went beyond geometric designs and developed 
some early models.  Paper folding, papiroflexia, is still 
popular in Spain and Argentina.  Pajarita, or little bird, is a 
Spanish traditional model. 
 
Modern Paper Folding 
 
Most modern paper folders credit Yoshizawa 
Akira for modern creative paper folding.  
Yoshizawa started publishing instructions for 
new designs in the early 1950s.   
 
Exhibitions of his work, both in Japan and around the world, 
introduced origami to many people.  The exhibitions led to 
the formation of various origami associations including the 
Origami Center of America (now OrigamiUSA) and the 
British Origami Society (BOS).   

 
Today, paper folding is enjoyed by professional artists and 
hobbyists worldwide.  There are many different styles of 
paper folding.  Modern designs can be simple and elegant 
like traditional ones, or they can be extremely complex.  For 
example, Robert Lang created a pianist playing a grand 
piano all with one piece of uncut paper.  Some people have 
developed modular designs, especially for geometric shapes. 
 

Plano Asiafest ’09 will feature origami booth sponsored by 
the Zen of Origami group. You are invited to visit the booth 
at Haggard Park and unravel your paper-folding talent. 
 
http://www.zen-of-origami.org

One uncut rectangle (each) of Wyndstone 'Marble' paper. These are action figures: each plays his 
instrument when you pull on him. 

Origami Cranes 
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About VOAAA 
VOAAA focuses its efforts on advancing Asian American 
interests through participation in the political process, 
relationship building, and local community work. 

For current activities and membership information, please visit 
http://voaaa.org 

The VOAAA Newsletter is published quarterly.   

Please email articles or notices of events to 
voaaatx@yahoo.com.  Articles must be original submissions 
and should generally be less than 1,200 words.  VOAAA 
cannot guarantee that submissions will be published.  All 
contributions become the property of VOAAA upon 
submission.  Your credited submission may be used in whole 
or in part (edited) in print or electronic media.  If you wish to 
remain anonymous, please indicate this preference clearly.  
VOAAA does not accept anonymous submissions.  However, if 
requested, VOAAA will try to credit the submission to an 
anonymous author upon publication. 
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